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approach the low-pressure, feathery cirrus, or some form
of windy sky, makes its appearance, while a blustery wind
whirls the dust or blows the soot down. The falling of
soot refers to blacks falling out-of-doors and coming into
windows from being blown about. Sometimes, in very
damp weather, soot seems to fall from condensation of
vapour on itself, and at other times masses of soot fall
down a chimney from the action of hail or very heavy
rain.

Getting still nearer the low-pressure, the sky is found
to be gathering into hard strato-cumulus,at first with chinks
between its masses, through which divergent rays stream
down under the sun, which is spoken of as " the sun
drawing water." Sometimes, especially in winter, these
rays are lurid, and the appearance of the sky is then very
striking. This prognostic is common all over Northern
Europe, and in Denmark takes the form of "Locke
is drawing water." Loki is a well-known demi-god in
the Scandinavian Eddas, so that we have here a direct
survival of mythic speech. This hard strato-cumulus is
especially characteristic of straight isobars in Great
Britain.

At the same time there is often great ** visibility,"
with a hard, overcast sky and moderately dry air, in
which the cloud seems to play the part of a, sunshade,
for as soon as the sun comes out the clearness of distant
objects diminishes. This visibility must not be confounded
with the visibility already described with a cloudless sky,
which occurs with wedge-shaped isobars. *

Simultaneously we often find " audibility." This dis-
tinctness of distant sounds must be carefully distinguished